
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

WELCOME

UNIVERSITY 

UPDATES 

[Nov 2020: issue 10] 

Deputy Vice-Chancellor Professor Simeon Keates 

 

“I would like to begin by thanking you all for your efforts to keep 

our University’s community ethos thriving across lockdown 2.0 and 

since the pandemic began back in March. This is only my fifth 

month at Chichester, but I have been delighted by just how 

dedicated you are to giving our students a uniquely personalised 

experience of education, in a way quite unlike anything I have seen 

at any other UK university. The continually changing government 

guidance has been a challenge for all of us, but we appear to be 

weathering the storm better than many of our peers. 
 

“The enormity of this challenge has affected us all and, despite 

much exhaustion, there is hope on the horizon in the form of a 

vaccine – even if we have to wait until Spring. I would like to 

emphasise that your enduring dedication to keeping our University 

delivering on its commitments to our students, colleagues and 

wider community is not lost on VCG and it makes our community 

safer when our staff pull together this way. You may have seen 

Jane’s announcement about an extended Christmas break for all 

members of staff in recognition of your extraordinary efforts. 
 

“We do still have some active Covid-19 cases in our community, 

but, thanks to your support and that of our wider network, 

including the West Sussex Health Protection Team, and the 

opening of test centres on BRC campus and at the Festival Theatre 

in Chichester, our numbers fortunately remain comparatively low. 

Please do read HR’s latest Covid-19 FAQ guidance, updated for 

November, for more details.” 

 

Simeon’s message continues in the column opposite >>> 

Vice-Chancellor leads 

tributes to Barbara Smith 

 

Professor Jane Longmore has paid 

tribute to Barbara Smith, former 

College Principal and President of 

the Bognor Regis College Old 

Students' Association, who sadly 

died earlier this semester. 
 

In a letter to members of the 

Association, available to read 

here, Prof Longmore said that she 

felt privileged to have spent time 

corresponding with Barbara. 
 

“Her sharp memory and attention 

to historical detail were always 

evident but it was her capacity to 

laugh at the endless oddities of 

the higher education landscape 

which will remain with me,” 

wrote Professor Longmore. 

 
Prof Keates continues… 

 

“I would also like to take this 

opportunity to announce some 

good news: we are re-launching 

our academic promotions 

process. So, for those interested 

in progressing to Reader or 

Professorial status, I would 

strongly encourage you to apply.  
 

“This is a wonderful opportunity 

to not only highlight the very best 

offered by Chichester, but to 

celebrate you and your 

contributions to your respective 

fields. Appointments will likely be 

made in the Spring (Covid 

notwithstanding), and I will be 

writing again with further updates 

soon, so please keep an eye out 

for any new announcements.” 

https://www.chi.ac.uk/staff/professor-simeon-keates
https://staffnet.chi.ac.uk/?q=human-resources/content/coronavirus-covid-19-advice-and-guidance-staff-and-managers
https://staffnet.chi.ac.uk/?q=human-resources/content/coronavirus-covid-19-advice-and-guidance-staff-and-managers
https://alumni.chi.ac.uk/pages/bognor-regis-old-student-association
https://alumni.chi.ac.uk/pages/bognor-regis-old-student-association


 

 

 

 

Despite a Covid-19 vaccine on the horizon, Acting Health, 

Safety and Environment Manager Kevin Hickman is urging us to 

remain vigilant and follow social-distance guidance. Here, he 

provides an update on the University’s latest coronavirus support. 
 

Face-visors may not protect when worn alone 

 

Kevin said: “Please make sure face coverings are worn in all public-

facing and teaching areas, except when seated and eating in the 

dining room. Face-visors should not be used in these areas, unless 

worn in conjunction with a face mask, as they do not fully 

contain either oral or nasal aerosol particles within the visor itself 

from spreading into the environment.” 
 

Visors are only to be worn if you are medically exempted to wear 

a face covering, within a risk-assessed activity requiring physical 

exertion, or when there is a need to be lip read. 

 

Seating layout could help reduce positive cases 

 

The University’s Covid-secure seating plan was introduced to allow 

face-to-face teaching to continue safely. “It’s important not to 

rearrange the seating,” added Kevin. 
 

“The seating layout for our flat teaching spaces are designed to 

accommodate seating within the 1m+ guidance. By abiding to this 

seating plan, we are able to reduce the numbers of possible Test 

and Trace contacts, should someone receive a positive Covid test.”  

 

Government plans on helping students get home 

 

Kevin continued: “Further guidance on the government’s plans for 

the end of term is available to read here. It covers the recent news 

reports on how students can return home safely for Christmas.” 
 

Email Kevin directly at k.hickman@chi.ac.uk. 

University wins national 

award for supporting 

students during Covid 

 

A University mental health 

campaign that supported students 

during Covid-19 has been given a 

national award. 
 

The accolade was for our 

#30DaysOfKindness challenge, 

which encouraged students to 

post acts of compassion and 

positivity on social media to boost 

happiness and wellbeing. 
 

Dr Moitree Banerjee, who jointly 

led the initiative, told BBC Radio 

Sussex (one hour, ten mins, and 

50 secs in) the campaign was 

launched for mental health month 

in March but continued into the 

first weeks of lockdown to help 

people stay connected in isolation. 

 
Virtual open days prove 

hit with students 

 

Our virtual open days are proving 

popular with prospective 

students, with nearly 2,000 

attendees across the three winter 

events. MRAC have now launched 

new online recruitment activities. 
 

Marketing Manager Steph 

Coogans said: "We are engaging 

prospective students in new ways 

as a result of responding to the 

effects of Covid-19 on our usual 

marketing activities. Every 

Wednesday, until 16th December, 

we'll be running webinars on how 

to apply, how we're teaching in a 

Covid world, personal statement 

advice, clubs and societies, and 

applying for accommodation.” 

mailto:K.Hickman@chi.ac.uk
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/higher-education-reopening-buildings-and-campuses/student-movement-and-plans-for-the-end-of-autumn-2020-term
mailto:k.hickman@chi.ac.uk
https://www.chi.ac.uk/news/university-wins-national-award-supporting-students-during-covid-19
https://www.chi.ac.uk/news/university-wins-national-award-supporting-students-during-covid-19
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/p08wkd2m
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/p08wkd2m
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/p08wkd2m
https://openday.chi.ac.uk/register/
https://openday.chi.ac.uk/register/


 

 

  

 

 

Nationals 

 

08-10-2020: Everton’s in-form striker Dominic Calvert-Lewin is 

one of world-football’s best players in the air, Professor Neal 

Smith (pictured) has told TalkSport. In an article, Prof Smith 

outlined why the England forward scores so many headed goals, 

and sees parallels with superstar Cristiano Ronaldo. 
 

07-10-2020: Professor Hakim Adi has called on the UK to make 

history by abolishing racism in all forms. Writing for specialist 

magazine Editions, Prof Adi revealed how the recent Black Lives 

Matters campaign has highlighted Britain's history of racism. It 

follows his lecture at the renowned Gresham College where he 

spoke about the centuries-long presence of the African diaspora as 

an integral part of Britain’s history since Roman times. 
 

13-11-2020: Dr Andrew Smith has spoken to France24 to about 

the lasting impact of 2015 terror attacks on Paris, on its fifth 

anniversary. It comes a few days after the Humanities lecturer 

appeared on the international station to talk about the 50-year 

commemorations of General De Gaulle’s death. 

 

Regionals 

 

15-10-2020: Burns survivor Crystal Turner-Brightman was 

featured by BBC television after she called on other serious burn 

victims to embrace their scars. BBC South Today interviewed 

Crystal on Bishop Otter campus about her national campaign and 

the support she has received from the University. 
 

22-10-2020: Senior lecturer Will Allenby has told BBC Radio 

Sussex why Chichester’s new cabaret courses have already proven 

popular among students, just a year after their launch. The 

Conservatoire tutor was speaking to the breakfast show (one 

hour, 27 mins in) and revealed why we need entertainment now 

more than ever before. 

 

 

Specialist 

 

15-10-2020: Dr Tommy Lynch 

guest starred a new international 

podcast exploring the apocalypse 

and its ever-increasing relevance in 

society. The Senior Lecturer in 

Philosophy of Religion spoke 

about his book Apocalyptic Political 

Theology and how apocalypticism, 

the subject of his research, helps 

to contemplate our uncertain 

future. He followed this up with 

an appearance on a Leeds United 

podcast speaking on claims that 

football is a religion. 

 

28-10-2020 Professor of critical 

theory Benjamin Noys has spoken 

to internationally-renowned 

podcast Critical Conversations 

about the state of UK politics 

amid the US presidential race. As 

part of the live-streamed lecture, 

Professor Noys explaining why 

examining the past is essential for 

politicians. 

 

01-11-2020: A recording of 

contemporary poet Dr Naomi 

Foyle's latest work has featured in 

the prestigious US journal New 

England Review. The poem, Made 

from fibres not readily penetrated, 

was written by our Humanities 

lecturer about her research 

undertaken in Palestine and Iraq. 

 

And finally 

 

University esports lecturer 

Brandon Smith has become a 

world-record holder in the 2021 

Guinness book. The tutor, also a 

famed FIFA gamer, won the most 

FIFA 20 Ultimate Team draft 

matches in 24 hours - and even 

got Chichester named in the book. 

https://talksport.com/football/787112/dominic-calvert-lewin-header-cristiano-ronaldo-gym-jump-leap-nba/
https://talksport.com/football/787112/dominic-calvert-lewin-header-cristiano-ronaldo-gym-jump-leap-nba/
https://editionbhm.com/2020/10/27/professor-hakim-adis-new-book-for-children-the-history-of-african-and-caribbean-communities-in-britain/
https://editionbhm.com/2020/10/27/professor-hakim-adis-new-book-for-children-the-history-of-african-and-caribbean-communities-in-britain/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sk5cBrfXZUU
https://twitter.com/smidbob?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FD6fY_18fko
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FD6fY_18fko
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/p08thljy
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/p08thljy
https://www.entheosdesigns.net/podcast/episode/c01645da/ep-1-thomas-lynch-knight-of-apocalyptic-pessimism
https://www.entheosdesigns.net/podcast/episode/c01645da/ep-1-thomas-lynch-knight-of-apocalyptic-pessimism
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YSZkc2b_9Ls
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YSZkc2b_9Ls
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z3fe-zt_jhU
https://www.nereview.com/the-podcast/
https://www.nereview.com/the-podcast/
https://twitter.com/chiuni/status/1313102782556262402
https://twitter.com/chiuni/status/1313102782556262402
https://twitter.com/chiuni/status/1313102782556262402


 

 

 

 

 

 

OUR PEOPLE 

Milestones: 10 years 

 

Sue Churchill: Senior Lecturer in 

Psychology, Biological 

Ruth Clark: Subject Librarian 

Linda Cooper: Programme 

Coordinator, BA (Hons) Education 

Debbie Hickman: PGCE 

Secondary English Coordinator 

Carmen Jems: Accommodation 

Officer 

John Lumley: Head of Planning 

Sandra Lyndon: Senior Lecturer 

in Childhood Studies, Early Years 

David Eldridge: Senior Lecturer 

in Physical Education 

Jamie Sims: Senior Lecturer in 

Physical Activity and Health 

Chris Smith: Multi-Skilled Building 

Tradesperson 

Glenn Stone: BA Primary 

Teaching Coordinator 

Ian Tyndall: Senior Lecturer in 

Psychology, Cognitive 

Debs Wilkinson: Senior Lecturer 

and PGCE Primary Coordinator 

Paul Wheeler: Senior Lecturer in 

Sport Business and Management 

Andrew Wright: Senior Lecturer 

in Musical Theatre 

Angela Zanders: Associate 

Lecturer in Music 

 

20 years 

 

Ann Nugent: Associate Lecturer 

in Dance 

Nicola King: Financial Accounting 

Technician  

Mike Lauder: Director of the 

Institute of Sport 

Mark Mason: Deputy Vice-

Chancellor (Student Experience) 
 

25 years 

 

Adrian Hart: Janitor 

 

New starters 

 

Chief Operating Officer James Granger arrives from 

international organisation Global Student Accommodation, 

known as GSA, where he was responsible for university 

residencies across Europe and Asia. He will oversee 

Chichester’s strategic and financial resources. 

 

James said he is delighted to join and added: “I’ll focus on 

helping the University build on its strengths during challenging 

times for the sector, and ensuring the foundations are in place 

to achieve its ambitious growth targets in the years ahead.” 

 
Also starting this semester 

 

Luke Brown: Lecturer in Law 

Sam Charles: Programme Administrator, Social Work/Care 

Russ Clash: Lecturer in Sports Therapy 

Jill Dealey: Senior Lecturer in Criminology 

Helena Evison: Service Advisor 

Max Fletcher: Lecturer in Audio Engineering 

Linda Head: Service Advisor 

Nino Kemoklidze: Senior Lecturer in International Relations 

Chris Pocock: Lecturer in Sport and Exercise Psychology 

Hugo Soares: Web Developer 

Alan Stewart: Lecturer in Games Design and Development 

Aisha Taylor-Samson: Apprentice Department 

Administrator 

Michelle Thompson: Erasmus, Exchange and Study Abroad 

Administrator 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Professor Laura Ritchie 

becomes Chartered 

Psychologist 

 

Our Conservatoire's Prof Laura 

Ritchie has been confirmed as a 

Chartered Psychologist with the 

British Psychological Society. The 

award is a recognition of her 

engagement and research 

practice in psychology. 
 

Also a National Teaching Fellow, 

Prof Ritchie has published work 

on impacting students’ learning 

and performance through self-

belief, as highlighted in this 

recent article. 

 

Your stories: working 

from home 

 

The long lockdown days were 

sometimes ruff, with many of us 

barking up the wall to get out 

and about. But not Angela 

Roberts, a Senior Information 

Assistant in Library Services, 

who has a paw-fect companion. 
 

She was often joined by her 12-

year-old staffie-cross Alex, who 

made the past few months un-

fur-gettable. Good boy! 

 

 

IN OTTER NEWS 

 
 

Introducing Mike Spice: technician in Theatre 

 

Mike is a veteran in more sense than one. Having joined the Navy at 

just 16, he found himself sailing aboard Britain’s largest aircraft 

carriers to the US and Falklands Islands. 
 

Despite serving 12 years in Her Majesty’s fleet, it wasn’t the life-long 

career he imagined – because Mike soon celebrates 35 years at our 

University. “It was a very different place in 1986,” he said. 
 

Mike was raised in Bognor Regis and showed a flare for all-things 

technical from a young age. Despite leaving school with low grades, 

he perfected his skills in the Navy. His University career started 

quickly: after spotting a job for someone “interested in lighting and 

sound”, he applied on a Thursday and started the following Monday. 
 

“We didn’t have computers in the 1980s, we used enormous 

copying-machines which smelt funny,” Mike said. “I was given 

£20,000 to buy mixing desks, and we became one of the first UK 

universities to run Atari 1040ST computers, which had 1GB drives.” 
 

Mike remains a technician for Theatre, but his role has developed. 

He is now an associate lecturer for the Performance and Production 

degree, and provides audio and visual support for The Showroom. 
 

It’s a long way from his role in the 80s where he would bring his 

red-setter dog, Ezzie, to work, and the Vice-Chancellor lived in 

University House. And his secret to a long and happy career? 
 

“I love my job and our community,” he adds. “There’s incredible 

knowledge at this University, and I’ve learnt more than I could’ve 

imagined in 35 years. I’ve also worked with extraordinary people, 

including the Avengers cast, Blondie drummer Clem Burke, and the 

Radiophonic Workshop.” Email Mike at M.Spice@chi.ac.uk. 

http://ijmar.org/v7n3/20-018.html
http://ijmar.org/v7n3/20-018.html
https://theshowroomchichester.co.uk/the_venue/
mailto:M.Spice@chi.ac.uk

